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Bezesteni of Larissa on the hill of the Fortress, one of the three surviving in Greece, is an
Ottoman building dating back to the late 15th - early 16th century. It was constructed with
building materials from older buildings: the neighboring ancient church of Athena Poliados as
well as the Basilica of St Achilles, which was demolished by the Ottomans to build Bezesteni.
On its north side, an enclosed space was formed, which served as a treasury, while shops
also operated outside, around the building. For about three centuries it was the most vital
part of the market. Jewelry and luxury fabrics were traded there. In the earthquake of 1781
its lead domes were demolished, while a fire in 1799 completed the destruction. At some
point it was excavated, to serve as a fortress (hence the name Fortress). Until the end of the
19th century it was converted into a powder magazine. For this reason, two of its three
entrances were built and closed. Today, only the perimeter walls of the main building survive,
while the vaulted shops that surrounded it, have been destroyed.

To MmeCeoTévi TnG Adpioag oTtov Adgo Tou Ppoupiou, éva atrd Ta Tpia
owléueva otnv EANGDQ, €ival 0Bwpavikd KTiopa TTOU XPOVOAOYEITAI OTA TEAN
TOU 150U — apX€G Tou 160U al. KTIOTNKE pE OIKOOOWIKO UAIKG attd TTaAIoTEPQ
KTipia: Tov yeirovikd apxaio vad tng ABnvag MNoAiddog kabuwg kai TN BaciAIKn
Tou Ay. AxiAiou, Tnv otoia ykpéuwioav ol OBwuavoi, yia va aveyeipouv ToO
MtreCeoTévi. 2Tn Popeia TTAEUpd TOUu BIAPOPPWONKE KAEIOTOG XWPOG, TTOU
XPNOiLEUOE WG BNOAUPOPUAAKIO, €V KATAOTAUATA AEITOUPYOoUOAV KAl OTOV
ECWTEPIKO XWPO, TTEPILETPIKA TOU KTIpiou. lNa TPEIG AIVES TTEPITIOU ATTOTEAEDE
TO {WTIKOTEPO TuAUA TNG ayopds. Ekei yivotav 10 uttdpIO KOOUNUATWY KAl
TTOAUTEAWYV UQPACUATWY. 2TOV CO€IouO TOU 1781 yKpeuioTnKav o1 HOAURBdIvVOI
B6AoI Tou, eVl wia TTUPKAYIA TO 1799 oAokKAApwaoE Tnv KataoTpor. Kartoia
OTIYU ETTIXWHOTWONKE, yIa va XPNOIUEUOEl WG oXupd (aTTd €KEN TO Ovoua
®poupio). Q¢ Ta TEAN TOU 190U al. PETATPATTINKE O€ TTUPITIdBATTOBNRKN. MNa Tov
AOyo autd gixav XTIOTEN Kal KAEIOTEI 01 U0 ATTO TIG TPEIG E1I00O0UG TOU. ZNuEPa
owdlovtal pdvo Ol TTEPIUETPIKOI TOIXOl TOU KEVTPIKOU OIKOOOWUNUATOG, EVW) TO
KOQUAPOOKETTAOTA KATACTAUATA TTOU TO TTEPIERAAAQY, £XOUV KATAOTPAPEI.
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