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SECOND ANCIENT THEATRE

In the area where the hill “Pefkakia” of Larissa used to be, the 2™ (or
small) Ancient Theatre was discovered by chance. In this place, in the
classical era there was Thesmophorion (temple of the goddess Demeter
and her daughter Persephone ), while in the Byzantine period there was a
Christian church. During the Turkish occupation, the Hassan Bey Mosque
was built there. In 1985 the stage, the orchestra, the hollow theatre, the
right side entrance (parodos) and part of the left were excavated and
came to light. In the right side entrance, the marble thymele of the theatre
(an altar dedicated to Dionysus) is preserved. Marbles from an ancient
temple were used for the construction of the hollow theatre, on the
surface of which there are inscriptions of the late 3 century B.C. with the
names of slaves freed. Only two rows of marble seats (edolia) survive,
because the rest were made of wood. The Theatre was intended for
theatrical performances and spiritual events and was built in the 1*
century B.C., when the first Ancient Theatre was converted into an arena.
During the Roman period, the “Eleftheria” celebrations in honour of
Eleftherios Zeus, were also held in the 2™ Theatre.

B APXAIO OEATPO

Xmv meployn 0mov maldtepa Pprokotav o AOPoc «llgvkdkion g
Adproag amokalvenke 1o B (1 pikpd) apyaio B€atpo. Xe ot ) Béon
OTNV KAOGCIKN €moyn vnpyxe Osopopoplo (vaog g Bedc Anuntpag kot
mg kopng g Ilepoepovng), evod ot Pulavtiviy mepiodo yPLoTIOVIKOG
vaos. Kata v Tovprokpatio ytiotnke kel 1o tlapi tov Xacdv-Mmnén.
To 1985 avaockdenke kot NPOav 6TO PG 1) GKNVI, N 0PYNOTPA, TO KOIAO,
N 0e€1é mépodog Kot TN TNG OPLoTEPNG. 211 deE1d TAPodo cdleToN M
pappdpivn Bopéin tov Bedtpov (Bopdsg apepopuévoc otov Atdvuco). o
TNV KOTOGKELT] TOL KOIAOL ypnoiporomonkay papuopa amd apyoio vao,
OTNV EMPAVELN TOV OTOIMV VILAPYOLV EMYPAPEC TOL TELOVE TOV 30V O
n.X. pe ovopato SoVAMV oL ameAevBepmnkay. Xolovtar uovo oVo
CEPES LapUapVeV €dOM®V, Y1t 01 LVITOAOUTEC NTOV KOTACKEVOGLEVES
and Eoro. To Bfatpo mpooplldtav Yoo Beatpikéc mOPOCTACES Kot
TVELUATIKEC EKONAMOELC Kol KTiotnke Tov 1o at. m.X., 0tav 10 A’ apyaio
Oéatpo petatpdnnke oe apéva. Katd v mepiodo g Pouotokpatioc oto
B’ 0éatpo telovviav ko ta «EAevBéproy, yoptéc mpog TNV TOL
ElevBéprov Ala.
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