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FIRST ANCIENT THEATRE

The 1* Ancient Theatre of Larissa,which was brought to light by the
excavations of the 1990’s,is the largest in Thessaly and when constructed,
it could seat up to 10,000 people. It is located on the hillside of the
“Fortress” hill (Frourio).It was built in the 1* half of the 3™ century
B.C. during the reign of the Macedonian King Antigonos Gonatas and
remained active until the beginning of the 4™ century A.D. During its
operation, it hosted theatrical performances,musical contests and
assemblies of the Common of Thessalians(the Union of the cities of
Thessaly).It was associated with the worship of the God Dionysus and it
was also the registered location for the town meeting,the so-called
“Agora”.A shrine in honour of Dionysus was found near the Theatre.Its
architecture is that of a typical Hellenistic theatre:it consists of the hollow
theatre,the orchestra and the stage,which had two floors.In the 1*
century B.C. it was converted into an arena by the Romans,so there arised
the need among the residents of the city, to construct the 2" Ancient
Theatre in order to attend performances.The Theatre was destroyed after
a strong earthquake in the 7" century A.D.

A APXAIO OEATPO

To A" apyaio 0¢atpo ™G Adproac, mov 1Npbe 010 PO KATA TN
dexaetio tov 1990, eivar to peyalvtepo ¢ Ogocaliog ko Otov
Kataokevdotnke yopovoe émg 10.000 dtopa. Bpioketal otnv miayid Tov
AOpov Tov @povpiov. Owodoundnke oto o’ wcsd tov 3ov at. m.X. KoTd
™ odpkela ¢ Pactreiog tov Avtiyovov Novatd tg Makedoviog kot
Aertovpynoe g T1g apyés tov 4ov ot pu.X. Katd t Asttovpyio tov
@1ro&evovoe BeaTpikés TOPACTAGELS, LOVGIKOVS AYDVES KOl CUVEAEDGELS
tov Kowold 1tov Ogocal®dv, TG OUHOoTOVOlng ToV TOAE®V TNG
Oeocarioc. Xvvoedtav pe ™ Aoatpeio Tov oV AloviGov Kol fTov 1
£€0pa. TNG GLVEALELONC TOV A0V TNG TOANG oL ovopalotav Ayopd. Kovtd
o010 Ofatpo PBpébnke Popog mpog Tyunv tov Atovocov. ‘Exet v tomikm
OPYITEKTOVIKN EVOG EAAMNVICTIKOV Bedtpov: amoteleital amd T0 Koilo, TNV
opyNoTPa Ko TN oknvn, M omoia. Ntav owwpoen. Tov lo ot w.X.
petatpdnnke amd tovg Pouaiovg o apéva, yio tov A0yo avtd o1 KATolkot
™G MOANG kotackevacav to B’ Bfatpo, Yy va  pmopovv  vo
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napakorovBovuv mapactdcels. To Oatpo xatactpdenke amnd 16YLPO
cEGUO ToV 70 al.



